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worked away at his difficult problem. There was delay after
delay, but in the end a report, to which both he and Lord
Chelmsford could affix their signatures, was evolved and
signed; Montagu sailed for England, where he arrived in May,
and in July 1918 the Montagu-Chelmsford Report was placed
on the table of Parliament.

The Report, which Sir Valentine Chirol1 has called "the
first authoritative survey of the state of India since the Mutiny,"
was remarkable for the democratic ideal of z prindpatus politicus
which inspired it. After a generation of principatus damnotww,
which had accepted as axiomatic all the wildest jingo dreams of
Imperialism, this British State document for the first time
hearkened back to the Liberal statesmanship of pre-Mutiny
years and once more spoke the languge of a Lord Ripon,
"Our obligations to the politically minded portion of the
people of India are plain, for they are intellectually our children,"
says the Report. "The present intellectual and moral stir in
India is no reproach, but rather a tribute to our work. The
educated Indian has seized the education which we offered
him; and if he has followed too exclusively after the law,
journalism or school teaching, we must take note, how far the
past policy of Government is responsible. The educated Indian
is a creation peculiarly of our own; and if we take the credit
that is due to us for his strong points, we must admit a similar
liability for his weak ones. We owe him sympathy because he
has conceived and pursued the idea of managing his own
affairs, an aim which no Englishman can fail to respect." In
a second part of the Report a scheme was adumbrated of giving
practical effect to a fourfold Reform: (i) local bodies should
be   completely   under  popular   control;   (2)   responsibility
should be introduced in the Provincial Councils; (3) at the
centre only further opportunities of influencing Government
should be provided, without actual responsibility; (4) the con-
1 India Old and New, p. 151.